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Korea considers Internet Addiction (IA) one of its most serious public health issues.
Most of Korean psychiatrists think that IA should be included as a new disease entity
in the next version of the International Classification of  Diseases(ICD - 10"
Revision) by World Health Organization(WHO). They think the following problems
are the most important in diagnosing [A: preoccupation with internet use, control
problem, and withdrawal. IA appears to be a common disorder that merits inclusion

in Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM- V) by American
Psychiatric Association.

National Information Society Agency, an affiliate of Ministry of Public
Administration and Security, Korea, has investigated internet use and addiction in
adolescents and adults annually since 2004. This nationwide survey has provided
basic data to assess and make policy on dysfunction of information. For screening IA,
IA scales were developed and used for adolescents and adults. A recent survey
showed 8.0% of Koreans aged between 9 and 39 were high or potential risk group of
IA. TA is very prevalent in Korea especially in adolescents (12.4%), more than double
that of adults (5.8%). Although overall IA rate has been decreasing in Korea,
elementary school students showed increased IA rate recently and the number of
high - risk users in adolescents has been increasing. Male showed higher 1A rate than
female (8.9% vs 6.9%). Low-income family showed higher rate of IA compared to
high-income family. Single-parent families have much more high-risk internet users
than families which have both parents. As smart phones spread, smart phone
addiction has become more common especially among male and adolescent users.
Eight Ministries formed a consultative group to cope with IA: Ministry of Public
Administration and Security, Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, Ministry of

Gender Equality and Family, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Korea



Communications Commission, Ministry of National Defense, Ministry of Health and
Welfare, and Ministry of Justice. Countermeasures of IA, such as prevention
education, counseling and treatment, training of experts, and improvement of internet

use environment, could be effective against [A.
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